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Keeping Children Safe & Families Together



Depending upon who is speak-
ing, Family Building Blocks 
may be described in a number 
of ways: child abuse preven-
tion, foster care prevention, 
crime prevention, economic 
development, parent support 
or early childhood education.  
There is extensive research to 
support each of these view-
points.  Helping children get a 
positive start makes sense from 
every perspective!  

For 11 years, Family Building Blocks has been keeping children safe 
and families together.  We have served over 2,500 high-risk children 
and their families.  For those fortunate enough to be enrolled in our 
therapeutic classrooms and home visiting programs over the past � ve 
years, 94% have been able to continue living safely with their parents, 
thus avoiding the trauma, heartbreak and expense of foster care.  

We are indebted to a community that cares.  The majority of the fund-
ing for our intensive, wraparound services for children and families 
comes from private donors and foundations.  We are also fortunate 
to have over 400 volunteers who donate more than 12,000 hours of 
service every year.  

We hope that this Annual Report reaf� rms the value of your investment 
in our work.  Because of your compassion and commitment, children 
are gaining the opportunity that all parents want for their children � the 
chance to reach for and achieve their potential.  One of our �graduates� 
may be your next doctor, teacher, pastor, mayor or neighbor.  

Our work is important.  Indeed, it is the foundation of our future.  

1   2007-08 Annual Report

Dear Friends

With warmest gratitude,

Executive Director

Leslie Dinsdale, President 
   Community Service

Paul Lipscomb, Vice-President
   Marion County Assoc. of Defenders

Chris Casebeer, Past President 
   Ferder, Casebeer, French & Thompson, LLP

Steve Altman, Secretary
   Merrill Lynch

Gerry Hoots, Treasurer 
   Hoots, Baker & Wiley, PC 

Pamela Abernethy, Marion County Juvenile Court

Gladys Blum, Gladys Blum Group Real Estate

Ross Carey, US Bank

Wally Carson, Retired, Oregon Supreme Court

Linda Craven, Early Childhood Ed., CCC

Walt Edmonds, Oregon Court of Appeals

Deana Freres, Community Service

David Howard, Comcast Communications

Cathy Jarman, Community Service

Terry Leggert, Marion County Circuit Court

Charles Luukinen, Polk County Circuit Court

Wes McWhorter, LCG Pence Construction

Jeff Moore, Saalfeld Griggs PC

Jerry Moore, Salem Police Chief

Jan Morgan, Retired School Administrator

Brent Neilsen, ABLE Leadership Consulting

Nancy Parks, School Counselor

Mike Petersen, Hetzel Upjohn Lawý rm

Melanie Ronai, M.D., Salem Pediatric Clinic

Jody Rowell, Community Service

Sam Skillern, III, Salem Leadership Foundation

Dave VanBossuyt, Portland General Electric

Dick Withnell, Withnell Motor Company

Pete Yunker, Power Equipment Systems

2007-08 
Board of Directors

phone  503.566.2132
fax  503.566.2134
info@familybuildingblocks.org

www.familybuildingblocks.org

We’d love to hear from you: Chelsea’s Place 
(Marion County facility)
2425 Lancaster Drive NE
Salem, Oregon 97305

Gracie’s Place 
(Polk County facility)
1135 Edgewater Street NW
Salem, Oregon 97304
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What We Do

Family Building Blocks is a private, nonpro� t organization that 
works to break the intergenerational cycle of child abuse and 
neglect by providing services for high-risk families that have 
children six weeks to � ve years old.

We focus on building successful and resilient children, strengthening 
parents, and preserving families through comprehensive and integrated 
early childhood and family support services. 

Who We Are

�Family Building Blocks provides programs that support and strengthen the family in 
order to increase the likelihood that kids at-risk are able to thrive by the time they get to 
kindergarten. Science teaches us that what FBB provides for children and families is the 
most important investment we can make in the future of our community.� 
    
      Judge Pamela Abernethy, Marion County Juvenile Court

We provide intensive services to more than 300 children 
per year through our therapeutic classrooms and outreach 
programs. 

100% meet federal poverty guidelines

50% of parents were abused as children

33% of parents have a history of drug or alcohol abuse or mental illness

Intensive Services:
• Therapeutic classes for young children 
• Parent training & educational home visits
• Fostering Attachment Drug Court
  Supportive Services:
• Emergency respite care & crisis response  
• Supervised parent-child visitations
• Phone contact for waiting list families

PROGRAMS
  Intensive Services:
• Children enter school ready to learn
• Parents nurture & bond with their children
• Families are reunited thus reducing foster care
  Supportive Services:
• Families’ emergency needs are met 
• Noncustodial parents maintain relationships 
   with their children
• Families have lifeline to avoid tragedies

RESULTS

We serve an additional 300 children with supportive services.

Our  Clients

For those families enrolled in our intensive programs:
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Why We Do It

These images illustrate the negative impact of 
neglect on the developing brain. The CT scan on 
the right is an image from a healthy 3-year old 
with an average head size. The image on the left 
is from a 3-year old child suffering from severe 
sensory-deprivation neglect.

�It�s the quality & reliability of 
a child�s � rst relationships that 
form the architecture of their 
brain.�  

Jack Shonkoff, MD 
Professor, Harvard University 
“Neurons to Neighborhoods”

2007 “Status of Children Report” by Oregon Department of Human Services

1,631 children were con� rmed victims of abuse or neglect in 
Marion & Polk counties.

 Infants were the fastest growing group of victims.

Marion & Polk counties averaged a report of child abuse or neglect 
every hour of every day.

1,512 children were in foster care in Marion & Polk counties on 
September 30, 2007.

3 Year Olds’ Brains

NormalExtreme Neglect

NO Time to Lose
A child’s brain is 40% developed at birth & 
80% developed by age 3. 

A child�s experience in these early years forms the 
neurological foundation for the child�s future success. 
FBB�s early childhood services foster healthy brain 
development.

National research shows that participation in such 
programs reduces future high school drop out rates, 
juvenile delinquency and drug abuse. 

Children Need Help 

Foster care

$71,500

Estimated annual cost per child 2007-08

$70,000

$60,000

$50,000

$40,000

$30,000

$20,000

$10,000

        $0
FBB 

therapeutic classrooms

PREVENTION SAVES MONEY & LIVES 

This chart illustrates the potential savings generated 
by Family Building Blocks� early childhood services.

$5,000

Youth 
correctional facility

$19,600

           ChildTrauma Academy, 1997, Bruce D. Perry, MD, PhD
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Outcomes & Accomplishments 
Avoiding Foster Care  
98% of the 300 children enrolled in our therapeutic classes and outreach programs were able to live safely with their 
families, thereby avoiding foster care.

Preparing Children to Learn
24 children �graduated� from our therapeutic classes and entered kindergarten or Head Start ready to learn.

Expanding to Polk County 
We expanded our services into Polk County by developing a satellite Relief Nursery, Gracie’s Place, where we antici-
pate serving 200 children during our � rst three years of operation. 

Reuniting Families through Drug Court
In response to our community�s methamphetamine crisis, FBB has become a partner in Marion County�s Fostering 
Attachment Family Dependency Court. The goal of this program is to help parents be drug-free, have secure hous-
ing, be employed and care for their children in a safe, nurturing manner.

Mobilizing Volunteers
Community volunteers contributed over 12,000 hours of service in children�s therapeutic classrooms, outreach 
programs, special projects, fundraising and governance activities.

Our Board of Directors adopted a 2008-2011 Strategic Plan that 
sets the direction for the next three years.  

What We’ve Done

Where We’re Going

�The need for FBB�s services is staggering. There are over 150 children on our waiting 
list. We must � nd a way to help them.� Dick Withnell, Withnell Motor Company &
      Member, Oregon Commission on Children & Families

Expand current services for young children and their parents through children�s therapeutic classes and home visits.

Serve more children to reduce our waiting list by adding capacity and collaborating with local agencies.

Develop a broad � nancial base of stable funding to sustain operations.

Mobilize citizens and organizations in Marion and Polk counties to prioritize early childhood development and 
to strengthen families.

What an exciting agenda . . . please join us in making it a reality!  

Our priorities are clear:



2007-08 
Fiscal Year

   
Revenue and Other Support
   Governmental support  
   Contributions  
   Capital fundraisers (expansion into Polk County)

   General fundraising
   Interest and dividends
   Gain on investments
   Other income
   Reruns for Kids

 Total Support and Revenue

Expenses
   Program services
   Management and general
   Fundraising
   Reruns for Kids
 
 Total Expenses

Change in Assets

Net Assets, Beginning of Year

Net Assets, End of year
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What It Takes Where It Goes

yunker photoyunker photoyunker photo

“We support Family Building Blocks because it is a local, well-run 
organization that is truly making a positive difference in the lives of 
future citizens of Salem.” Pete & Kelly Yunker

INCOME EXPENSES

52% Private Support 48% Public Support

33% State

9% Federal

6% County

25% Individuals

8% Businesses & Community 
       Organizations

14% Foundations

5% Reruns for Kids

53% Children�s
          Therapeutic
          Education 15% Fostering 

          Attachment
          Drug Court

7% Development 
       Activities

4% Reruns for Kids

4% SupervisedVisitation

17% Outreach/ Home Visits

2005-062006-07

$      1,086,905
730,988

-
-

28,141
14,842
4,926

101,178

1,966,980

1,601,010
152,030
39,185

100,602

1,892,827

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

74,153

2,910,234

$      2,984,387

$      1,106,148
1,364,214

658,776
93,238
19,167
16,327
66,114

121,392

3,445,376

1,863,152
165,159
86,641

108,897

2,223,849

1,221,527

2,984,387

$      4,205,914

$2,376,726$2,388,020

Note: Based on audited � nancial statements for � scal year ended September 30, 2007.

*

*(includes donation of Reruns for Kids property)



Legacy
Individuals who have included FBB in their 
Will or Estate Plan ($200,000 & above)
The Estate of Patricia Nelson

Miracle Makers 
$5,000 or more donated for 3 years
Mark & Cheryl Burnham
Collins Foundation
Comcast of Oregon & SW Washington
Randy & Robin Compton
Jim & Holly Eyre
First Paci� c Corporation
Les & Marylou Green
Kelley & Janet Hamilton
Gerry & Candas Hoots
Gary & Sue Kaufman
Mark & Jolly Krautmann
George & Laura Kreitzberg Foundation
Nathan & Penny Levin
John & Sue Miller
Mission Properties
Mountain West Group
Neilsen Family Fund of 
  The Oregon Community Foundation
Sarah K. Page
Portland General Electric
Ram Steel, Inc.
Orville N. Roth Family Fund 
   through The Salem Foundation
The Salem Foundation- 
   Larry & Jeanette Epping Family Fund
Richard & Jeanne Schultz
Lee & Jeanne Sjothun
Mike & Alix Truax
US Bank
United Way of the Mid-Willamette Valley
MV Weyden Construction Co.
Wildwood/Mahonia
Dick & Gayle Withnell
Pete & Kelly Yunker

Dream Builders 
$1,000-$4,999 donated for 3 years
Pamela Abernethy & Chris Fletcher
Doug & Gayle Alexander
Steve & Kirstin Altman
Leo & Ervina Anderson
Dean & Connie Andretta
Vic & Karen Backlund
Pete & Gladys Blum
Bill & Gail Bonniksen
Brad & Sheri Bowder
Sandra Brady
Garth & Joan Brandaw
Ross & Suzanne Carey
Patrick & Shannon Carney
Mike & Bev Carrick
Wally & Gloria Carson
Chris & Sara Casebeer
Ronna Chandler
Childhood Health Associates of Salem
Eric & Jocelyn Compton
Mike & Jane Compton
Randy & Robin Compton
Richard & Cindy Condon
Randy Cook & Tracy Gregg

Wes & Linda Craven
Martha Curry
Larry Dalton
Scott & Margaret Daniels
Brett & Megan Denison
DeSantis Landscapes, Inc.
Tony & Nancy DeSantis
Peter & Leslie Dinsdale
Daniel & Laura Dorn
Double Q Printing
Jonathan Durning & Melanie Ronai
Roger & Sarah DuVal
Jim & Karen Elkins
Excel Marketing & Promotions
Mark & Lisa Farrow
Ferder, Casebeer, French &
  Thompson LLP
Paul Ferder
Ben & Sonia Fetherston
Fidelity National Title
Eric & Holly Fiskum
Michael & Melanie Freeman
Carla French
John French & Lauren McNaughton
Kyle & Trisha Freres
Rob & Jane Freres
Ted & Diane Freres
Tyler & Deana Freres
John & Bev Friesen
Terri Frohnmayer
Gahlsdorf Logging, Inc.
Rick & Jan Gassner
Ted & Cindy Gaty
Gelco Charitable Foundation
Bob & Betty Geltz
Carolyn Gerard
Steve & Kathy Gordon
Mary Grant
Joe & Jeanne Green
Sid Green
Bob & Pam Grove
Grove, Mueller & Swank, P.C.
David & Mary Hafner
Dick & Francine Hall
Bill Hansen & Betty McDonald
Dan & Lilly Harris
Nancy Harrison
John & Mary Hawkins
Henkels & McCoy, Inc.
Billijean Hill
Bob & Marypat Hill
Sue Hill
Signa Hilton
Todd & Desiree Holcomb
Craig & Catherine Horn
Charles & Jo Howard
Mark & Kim Hoyt
Jerry & Sue Hubbard
Joanne Hyndman
Wilbur & Lela Jackson
Linda Jacobson
Bruce & Cathy Jarman
Jim & Linda Jennings
John & Gretchen Jensen
Bruce & Heather Johnson
Brian & Katherine Johnston
Gary Jones & Sarah Wright

Rod & Lori Jones
Richard & Amy Kansky
Kelly�s Home Center
John & Connie Kennedy
John & Karen Kerr
Vince & Meika Koletar
Robert & Rosemarie Kuenzli
David & Ann Lau
Eric & Hollie Lindauer Fund of 
   The Oregon Community Foundation
John & Janice Loney
Mike & Susan Long
Jack & Debbie Lowery
Ron & Ann Lyman
Cody & Chris Martin
Fred & Elaine Martin
Keith & Sandra Martin
Val & John Martin
Nick & Patricia Mausen
Geoff & Elizabeth McDonough
McGrath�s Publick Fish House
Greg & Kellie McManus
Ric & Ginny McNall 
Wes & Wendy McWhorter
Patricia Miller
Rob & Sally Miller
Wink & Anne Miller
Jim & Lorna Monaghan
Patrick Monaghan & 
   KK Burrell Monaghan
Jeff & Debbie Moore
Jerry & Cindee Moore
John & Marise Morrow
Chris Morscheck & Kirsten Steketee
Edith Mulkey
Alan & Denise Murray
Brent & Natsumi Neilsen
Rob & Shelly Norton
O�Callaghan Family Foundation
O�Neill Pine Company
Oak Park Family Dental
Eric & Eve Olsen
Edward & Jane Orlowski
Marc & Nancy Perna
Jim & Marion Perry
Mike & Carol Petersen
Bill & Robin Prine
Tim & Judy Proctor
Cory & Marni Redding
Maurice Reece & Jan Buffa
Mark & Ginny Renaud
Kirsten Rhoten
Anita Risberg
Barnes D. &  Marcia Rogers 
Peter & Dorelle Ronai
David & Jody Rowell
Editha Rowell
Mark & Susie Rutkowski
Saalfeld Griggs PC
Bob & Susan Saalfeld
Parviz & Maudie Samiee
Rick & Teri Schaefer
Jay & Elisa Scho� eld
Earl & Carol Schroeder
Kenneth & Eunice Sherman
Deanna Smith
Denny Smith            

Tim Smith - 
   Pinehurst Development Company
Lance & Sally Stapleton
Charlie & Aimee Steketee
Scott & Jeanine Stice
Bob & Ann Sticha
Hugh & Penny Telleria
Jason Thompson
Jason & Dana Tokarski
Bonnie & Al Tornow
Patricia Tucker
John & Susan Turman
Valley Health & Postal Employees 
   Credit Union
Dave & Melinda VanBossuyt
Endre & Clay Veka
Jerry & Marge Walling
West Salem Lions Club
John & Marilyn Wilbur
Willamette Valley Productions
Willamette Valley Street Rods
Willamette Valley Vineyards
Kristen Wilson
Jenny Wirsig
John & Julie York
Jon & Kathy Yunker
Joan Manuel Zawel
Rick & Linda Ziebell

Grantors & Foundations
Children�s Trust Fund of the Oregon Foundation
Collins Foundation
Community 101- PGE Foundation
   North Salem High School
   Robert Farrell High School   
Alpha Epsilon Chapter - Delta Kappa Gamma
Gannett Foundation/Statesman Journal
Hitchman Foundation
Juan Young Trust
Jubitz Family Foundation
Lamb Foundation
The Oregon Community Foundation
Oregon Parental Information & Resource Center
Pioneer Trust Bank Foundation
Portland General Electric - Salem
Qwest Foundation
Charla Richards-Krietzberg Charitable Foundation
Rite Aid Foundation
Safeway Foundation
The Salem Foundation
Salem Rotary Club Foundation
Siletz Tribal Charitable Contribution Fund
State Farm Insurance
Sunrise Rotary
Trust Management Services
United Way of the Mid-Willamette Valley
US Bancorp Foundation
West Salem Rotary
Joseph E. Weston Foundation
William S. Walton Charitable Trust
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Who Makes It Happen

�My mother {Patricia Nelson} chose to include FBB in her estate plan because of her own 
experience working with the needs that it addresses. In making her donation she looked for a 
program that would continue to support her values.  She knew that early intervention is key. 
Who we are at 3 and the experiences life brings us at 3 go a long way in determining who we 
are at 30 and what we are able to do and how we are able to cope.�  Jan Nelson

“Our roots are in Salem and we are pleased to be investing in young 
children through Family Building Blocks. Helping children get off 
to a good start needs to be a top priority in our community.” 

Gary & Sue Kaufman

15% Fostering 
          Attachment
          Drug Court

We have listed our multi-year giving society donors, grantors & foundations. We also want to thank our 
additional donors whose support is essential for our continued services to children and families.




