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A Crisis Relief Nursery Serving Marion & Polk Counties

“Keeping Children Safe & Families Together”

Family Building Blocks is a community-based, child abuse prevention program. 
We provide early intervention services to high-risk families with children six weeks to five years old.

Changing Lives

Dream Builders Luncheon
   9th Annual9th annual

Parenting Tip
Use words to help your child under-
stand her/his feelings. For example, 
“You are really mad because it’s 
time to get out of the bath tub.”
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These were the two recurring 
themes at our 9th annual Dream 
Builders luncheon.   Over 700 
guests gathered to celebrate the 
great strides that Family Build-
ing Blocks’ parents and children 
are making.

      FBB parents are learning to be great parents!  Even 
though 55% of them were abused when they were chil-
dren, they are dedicated to ending that intergenerational 
cycle. As Executive Director Sue Miller said, “Our par-
ents are committed to giving their children childhoods that 
they long to remember, not ones that they try desperately 
to forget.”  
      We celebrated that children graduate from FBB ready 
to learn – to be thriving kindergarteners if they are 5 or 
Head Start stars if they are 3 or 4 year olds.  
      And we recognized all of the people -- donors, volun-
teers, staff and partners -- who are supporting our children 
and families in their determination to succeed.

Overwhelmed and exhaust-
ed, Julie walked through 
FBB’s doors seeking a fresh 
start. In her arms she held 
her sleeping son, Will, four 
months old and the one thing 
in her life that was keeping 
her off drugs. Before Will, 
Julie struggled for years ad-
dicted to methamphetamine 
and having lost everything 
she was proud of: friends, employment, housing, school 
and the life she had once known. Julie was raised in a sup-
portive home but made poor decisions as a teenager and 
was facing a felony record and deepening depression.   
      Shortly after Will’s birth, Julie reached out in despair. 
She was determined that Will would have a better life than 
she had, and Julie sought help to make that happen. She 
enrolled in the Fostering Attachment Drug Court at FBB 
and began learning parenting skills, developing a support 
system and addressing her addiction and depression.
      Today, Will is an energetic, curious three-year old 
who talks a mile a minute and lights up the halls of FBB 
with his laughter. His piercing brown eyes dance as he runs 
ahead of Julie to greet FBB teachers and staff each day. 
Julie recently graduated from the drug court, is working 
toward a degree in social services and achieved honor roll 
status. Thanks to the support provided by FBB, Julie and 
Will are developing the skills needed to lead fulýlling and 
productive lives!

“Let’s celebrate!” 
“I am making the difference!”




